LETTERS

Electronic Cottage

Controversy

Reading your article, “The Elec-
tronic Cottage Controversy,” in the
September/October 1985 Commo-
dore Microcomputers sparked quite a
bit of anger. I myself operate a home-
based mail-order business—licensed
and registered—which was my only
reason for purchasing a home com-
puter. Most people buy computers
with business in mind, not video
games, and for the AFL-CIO to say
they are protecting us [by seeking a
ban on computer work at home] is an
absolute joke!

Here on Long Island, there are
many minimum-wage companies who
practice incredible methods of bu-
reaucracy, abuse and non-benefits
against their employees. Most of these
companies fire you if you attempt to
bring in a union. What is the AFL-CIO
doing to protect these people?

If you read between the “Syntax
Errors,” you will see that the AFL-CIO
obviously has something to hide, and
this ban is being imposed to prevent
us programmers from digging into
their computers to find out!

Michael Cedeno
Brentwood, New York

1541 Electrical Interference

My son’s Winnie the Poob in the
Hundred Acre Woods program was
having difficulty loading some of the
screen files and would sometimes
provide an error message indicating a
problem with the 1541 disk drive.
This led me to believe that the drive
might be out of alignment.

So I checked with the “Check/Ad-
just Alignment” function of the 7541
Disk Drive Alignment Program from
CSM Software. This function deter-
mines the time to access every sev-
enth section of every fourth track of a
Calibration Disk supplied with the
program. Proper alignment is indicat-
ed if the program reports a “timing
number” of about 100. The program
was indicating timing numbers of 110
to 113, and the blinking red light on
the drive indicated that there was dif-
ficulty in accessing sector eight of
tracks five and one.

The disk drive and TV normally sit
on the top shelf of a cart which I roll
up to a side arm on the desk where

my Commodore 64 is set for use. Be-
cause there is not enough room on
the cart to disassemble and adjust the
drive, I moved it to my desk top. I
then rechecked my timing number
and found that it was 101 to 102—
well within the acceptable range—
and there was practically no trouble
accessing the disk. However, upon re-
turning the drive to the cart, the tim-
ing number returned to 110 or greater.

A little investigation showed that if
the disk drive was to the left of my TV
(or my Commodore 1701 monitor),
there was trouble accessing the drive.
When the drive was to the right, there
was little or no trouble.

In conclusion, setting the disk drive
to the left of a TV or monitor can
produce symptoms which mimic
alignment problems. Readers might
want to check for this type of interfer-
ence before going to the trouble of
having a drive realigned.

Jack Ryan
El Dorado, Arkansas

As a general rule, disk drives and
disks should never be stored any-
where near sources of electromag-
netic fields—one of which is the
transformer in your TV or monitor—
to the right, left, or otherwise. In this
case, however, placing the drive a lit-
tle fartber away from the 1701’s
transformer made a big difference.
Nevertheless the left-right “rule” is
not necessarily applicable to all TV’s
and monitors, whose transformers
may be located in a different place.

Work Station Improvements
"~ In the September/October 1985
Commodore Microcomputers, there
was an article by Tom Benford called
“Build This Economical Ergonomic
Work Station.” The work station can be
improved with a few minor changes.

I plan to cut a hole in the desk
where the back portion of the disk
drive is to be placed. This will im-
prove cooling ventilation. I also plan
to put the printer on a lower level so
it will not be necessary to stand up to
see what is being printed. And lastly, I
plan to add a small cantilevered shelf
below the desktop to hold the power
supply. This will keep it off the floor
(where it can be kicked) and off the
main desktop to reduce clutter and
heat.

Incidentally, it is a no-no around
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EASY TO USE,
EASY TO AFFORD

"Team-Mate’s integrated design has resulred
in a high performance program thar Com-
modore users will discover ro be one of the
best available.” RUN, July 1985.

"The beauty is that ar any time you can go
from one program fo another withour
information. loss.” FAMILY COMPUTING,
November 1984.

"The File Manager allows individualized file
formars... A wide variety ranges from the
ability fo creare printed lists...fo a selecrive
report feature that lets you access a certain
group of records.” RUN, April 1985.

"Worth the money, if only for the spread-
sheet.” InfoWorld, Dec. 17, 1984.

"As a marriage of convenience and value,
the program succeeds handsomely...Tri
Micro's spreadsheet possesses impressive
fearures.” Commodore Microcomputer,
May-June 1985.

Team-Mate, Write File,
Home Office, Plus Graph
Your Personal Accountant

"Colorful graphics, sprightly music, and a
variety of obstacles help keep the game
lively.” COMPUTE!'s Gazetre, December
1984.

"Rug Rider is definitely a challenge. It gives
the hard core game player as much action

and thrills as he or she could possibly want.”
POWER PLAY, April 1985.

Rug Rider, Entertainer 1, Corom
Snowdrifts & Sunny Skies, Ghost Town

AND THERE ARE TWO
REASONS TO BUY NOW

Every purchase made between now and
January 15, 1986, will include a valuable
coupon book, ‘with savings on computer
magazine subscriptions, diskeftes, com-
puter books, accessories and sofrware.

In addition, every one who mails in his
warranty registration will receive mem-
bership in the PLUS EXCHANGE, a user group
of Tri Micro sofrware, for three months.

Now that you know us better, next
time you shop for soffware, instead
of saying "WHO?”, youll say
“"HELLO!”

TRIGMICRO

14072 Stratton Way, Santa Ana, CA 92705
(714) 832-6707
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